
Murder in a Small Town: Jodi
Jones’ killer Luke Mitchell
says he was framed and
forced to confess
Douglas Walker 24 Feb 2021,

A SHOCK TV documentary backs convicted killer Luke
Mitchell’s claim that he didn’t slaughter girlfriend Jodi
Jones when he was 14.

Two ex-cops examine the case in the Channel 5 probe
and claim to have uncovered the real killer in Murder in a
Small Town.

https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/author/douglas-walker/
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/6692694/luke-mitchell-jodi-jones-murder-in-a-small-town-channel-5/
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Luke Mitchell was convicted of murdering his girlfriend but continues to proclaim

his innocenceCredit: PA:Press Association
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Jodi Jones was found dead aged 14Credit: PA:Press Association

Mitchell, 32, insists he didn’t murder Jodi, 14, who was
found butchered in woods near Easthouses, Midlothian,
18 years ago.

In phone calls from jail — where he’s serving 20 years for
the horror — he said: “I was the local weirdo. It was easy
to put on me.”

The convicted killer, then 14, goes on to claim two burly
cops tried to bully him into admitting he slaughtered his
girlfriend Jodi by screaming: “Confess you little b*****d”. 

Jodi Jones’ murderer Luke Mitchell’s GoFundMe
deleted as appeal for £10k to ‘discover truth’ violates
terms

In the new documentary he insists he was framed for the
murder that shocked the country 18 years ago — and
would never admit to it even if it secured his immediate
release. 

Jodi’s body was found stripped, bound and near-
decapitated with multiple stab wounds near her home in
Easthouses, Midlothian, after she vanished in June 2003.

Mitchell, now 32, told Channel 5 documentary Murder in a
Small Town: “I’ve not spoken out in all this time because
every time I’ve tried to I’ve been shouted down and called

https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/4854823/jodi-jones-murder-luke-mitchell-gofundme/
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/4298552/jodi-jones-killer-luke-mitchell-trial-lawyer-mum-corrine-james-english-anything-goes-innocent/
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/4854823/jodi-jones-murder-luke-mitchell-gofundme/
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/6692694/luke-mitchell-murder-jodi-jones-court-prison/


evil, manipulative and twisted. 
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Luke Mitchell has taken a lie detector test in a bid to prove his innocence

“I can’t be more clear. I absolutely did not kill Jodi and I’ve
been locked up for a crime I didn’t commit. I will not admit
to something I’ve not done. I want to clear my name.”

Recalling Jodi’s disappearance and the gruesome
woodland discovery of her mutilated body, he added: “It’s
obvious from the police treatment of me that I was a
suspect from day one. 

“I was told to sit separately from the rest of the members
of the search party. 

“One of them had tried to hand me a cigarette when we
were sitting waiting. 
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He was convicted in courtCredit: Andy Barr - The Sun Glasgow
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A Channel 5 documentary will examine the case
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Cops claimed Mitchell was obsessed with Marilyn MansonCredit: Getty Images -

Getty

“They were told that they shouldn’t be having any
interaction with me yet the other three sat together all
talking together and I was kept separate. 

“Genuinely from the very first moment that police arrived,
I was being treated separately. They were bec- oming
increasingly aggressive in an attempt to



physically intimidate me.

“I requested to go to the toilet. I was taken there and was
standing at the urinal with two very large adult males
shouting at me that I was to ‘confess you little b*****d,
just tell us what you did and we’ll make it OK’. 

“I don’t know why they went after me like this. It’s not like I
had any criminal involvement with police beforehand. 

10

The Channel 5 documentary airs tonightCredit: Firecracker Scotland

“I was the local weirdo. It was easy to put it on me. It was
easy to make people believe these nasty and evil
things about me.”

Mitchell was branded “truly wicked” when he was
convicted of murder in 2005 after a trial at the High Court



in Edinburgh.

He was ordered to serve at least 20 years behind bars and
lost appeals in 2008 and 2011. Two further appeal bids
were rejected in 2014 and 2018.

The programme starts with Mitchell telling how he found
Jodi while searching for her with other locals — including
her family — after she disappeared.
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Luke Mitchell's mumCredit: Firecracker Scotland

He said: “It was late at night, it was dark, it was in the
woods. I was shining the torch ahead of me and I saw
something light and white.

“And as I got closer I realised that it was Jodi and she was
dead.”



Prosecutors told Mitchell’s trial he led the others to her
body through a broken wall.  The three people he was with
— Jodi’s relatives — all told cops his dog first alerted them
to the body, but later claimed to not remember saying this.

Cops believed Mitchell was obsessed with goth-rocker
Marilyn Manson and the notorious 1940s “Black Dahlia”
murder in Hollywood. He was convicted by a majority
verdict despite jurors being told there was no forensic
evidence linking him to the killing.

The two-part documentary, which airs next week, follows
ex-Police Scotland detectives John Sallens and Michael
Neill as they re-examine the case. 
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Specialists for the documentary have examined the caseCredit: Firecracker

Scotland



The pair, who run PI outfit Integritas Investigative
Solutions, say there was only circumstantial evidence and
an apparent sighting of the teens by a witness who drove
past at 30mph.

After looking at other possible suspects, the TV team
conclude there is more evidence pointing to other
suspects being responsible — with one who can’t be
named for legal reasons.

Neill, 51, said: “I do believe Luke Mitchell suffered a
serious miscarriage of justice and was let down by the
legal system. I can’t understand how a jury could find him
guilty beyond all reasonable doubt.”

Sallens, 56, a former Serious and Organised Crime Unit
detective sergeant, added: “Luke Mitchell did not commit
this crime and is innocent.”

Forensic scientist Professor Allan Jamieson also cast
major doubt on whether Mitchell did kill Jodi.
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Mitchell claims police bullied him to confessCredit: Andrew Barr - The Sun

Glasgow

Prof Jamieson, who worked on the Princess Diana death
inquiry, said: “In my view in this case there’s an
insufficiency of evidence for a conviction.”

Mitchell also revealed he was convinced he would be
acquitted by the jury. “He said: “I was still going through
my trial expecting they would see through the lies and
misinterpretation of the purely circumstantial evidence.

“I was still believing that I’d be found not guilty  when I
was found guilty. If I wasn’t gripping the bench at the dock
so tightly I would have collapsed.”



Mitchell, who in 2012 took and passed a lie detector test
at Shotts nick in Lanarkshire in a bid to prove his
innocence, declined to apply for parole last year. 

He said: “If it was put to me that I would be almost
guaranteed release and parole if all I did was admit guilt, I
would not do that. I will not admit to something I’ve not
done.

He added: “They have taken everything. My friends, family
and home, my childhood, adolescence and early adult
years. But they won’t bully a false admission of guilt out of
me.” 

Mitchell’s mum Corinne Mitchell, 61, has campaigned for
his release since he was jailed.

She had to sell the family home to cover huge legal fees
and now lives in a shack with no electricity or running
water.

She said: “I have nightmares about popping my clogs
before he gets released.

“I have a vision. I see Luke at top of the stairs smiling. 
He’s got his long hair again, tied in a ponytail, wearing
sunglasses. He’s smiling because he has been released.”
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Forensic scientist Sara Gomes told the programme: “Until
we have answers this case will never go away.”

And Dr Sandra Lean, a criminologist and Mitchell’s legal
representative, said: “Jodi lost her life but so many others
have lost so much because the truth has never been
found.”

Detective Chief Superintendent Laura Thomson said:
“Following the discovery of Jodi Jones’ body, a thorough
investigation was conducted by Lothian and Borders
Police. Extensive forensic analysis was carried out along
with door-to-door inquiries and other investigative
techniques.



“As a result, Luke Mitchell, was charged with Jodi’s
murder, before being convicted in 2005.

“We are satisfied we do not need to trace any other
individuals in connection with this investigation.”

MURDER in a Small Town airs on Channel 5 at
9pm tonight and tomorrow.

Mum of Jodie Jones' killer Luke Mitchell claims lawyer
'forced him to stay silent at trial'
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